A  ROTUND  TABLE                                iSl

side. This long tabley with the absence of cloth during
three-quarters of its length^ was too much after a short
time for our feelings. So I propounded to the little man
that among our camp-equipage was an inviting small round
table, appropriate to his tablecloths, and capable of seating
four or five people. And I begged him to adopt it in
preference to the elongated parallelogram of the dining-
room. He assented, and at this small table we sat through
our dinner that evening, our host the while not appearing
to be quite at his ease. With the morning "came the ex-
planation. We had again to sit for our early tea at the
long table, which had duly been replaced, and which might
have accommodated sixteen other persons. That " the rotund
table should remain/' said the little man, "that was of all
necessity impossible. For from its constitution it was im-
possible that any one person could sit on its head. And
if that person did not sit on its head, then how could any
other person understand that that person, and not another
person, was the head of the house ? " Oor little friend's
knowledge of English was purely elementary. But he al-
ways insisted on conversing with us in that language, using
us, as it seemed, as one might a strop, to give an edge to
his much-desired knowledge of our tongue. There was no
shaking him in his resolve, and in what he considered his
duty to his firm as representing them in a foreign land. No
suggestion, even that such an important a person as King
Arthur had tolerated a " rotund *J table, had any effect. He
stuck to the parallelogram, and duly '"sat on its head" during
all the rest of our stay, and presumably for ever afterwards.

In justice to this worthy little Teuton, be it recorded that
his view regarding the head of the table must be more
deeply ingrained in foreign etiquette than occurred to me
at the time that I ridiculed his insistence* Recently I
read an account of the flight of the French King during the
Hundred Days, and how the poor man was more concerned
at his favourite old slippers having been left behind in the
hurry of the flight' than at the loss of his crown and throng*